cumstanced would do) "cease to propagate;" on the contrary the ladies deemed themselves bound in loyalty to raise an army for King Arthur, that when the time should come for him to revisit his kingdom, he should do so with glory and power. Merlin assuming, by means of a purely anticipated cognition (as the transcendentalists express it) the figure of Mr. Malthus, made them an oration on the evils that might result from a too rapid increase of population, on an island where no one could die, and where they might possibly be under the necessity of remaining some ages; expatiating with great eloquence on the virtue of moral restraint; but his eloquence was thrown away; les chases allaient leur train, and one morning, being thrown into*a panic by the squeal of a new born child, Merlin called his flying chariot, and waited upon Jupiter to entreat his interference in checking the impending dangers of a superabundant population. Jupiter consulted with Juno, and sent Mercury with a message to Necessity, the Queen of the World. On the return of Mercury, Jupiter assured Merlin that there should be only three children to a marriage, and that no marriage should take place before the parties were twenty years of age; and he might satisfy himself by an easy calculation that this judicious arrange-
[179]nging and am only half acquainted with that genius and those powers, whose application I should consider myself rash and impertinent in criticising, did I not conceive that frankness and justice demand it.obhouse (Lord Broughton) who had travelled in Greece with Byron at the very time Peacock was making his modest tours in England, Scotland and Wales.
